Healthcare Worker Workflow
N95 Decontamination Process
For Steris or ASP
At the end of your shift or when you are completed seeing patients for the day, complete the following:

Sending your N95 Respirator for Decontamination
1.

For first time N95 reprocessing place your
name and date of first start on the elastic
band1.
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2. Obtain Peel Pack and indicator. (See Figure 1)
3. Before placing mask in Peel Pack inspect your mask:
If your mask is damaged (broken/cracked), or visibly
soiled (e.g., bodily fluids, lipstick/makeup) bring to
Unit/Department location to discard and receive a
new one. Make sure your first and last name with date
of first use is on the elastic string of the mask. Make a
hash mark on the elastic string each time you send
the mask to be reprocessed. Mask can only be
reprocessed 10 times for Steris VPRO and 2 times for
ASP before they must be discarded2. (See Figure 2)
4. Open peel pack and insert N95 mask with the
writing on the mask facing the plastic portion of
the peel pack. (See Figure 2)
5. Place indicator into peel pack with the red
indicator facing the plastic portion of the Peel
Pack. (See Figure 2)
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6. Remove gloves and perform hand hygiene.
7.

Remove white strip at the top of the peel pack
and fold at the seam located just below the sticky
portion of the peel pack. Seal sticky portion to the
plastic.

8. Write first and last name of individual wearing
the mask, today’s date and department name
across the top portion of the peel pack you just
folded over.(See Figure 3)
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9. Place peel packed N95 into designated
container that is clearly marked as biohazardous,
refer to local facility process for contaminated
mask storage.(See Figure 4)
10. Container will be picked up after each shift by
sterile processing and a new container will be
left for the next shift.
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At the beginning of your shift or before you are seeing patients for the day, complete the following:

Picking up your N95
1.

Go to the Unit where you left your mask.
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2. Each unit will have a place where clean masks
are stored.(See figure 1)
3. Perform hand hygiene and don a new pair
of gloves.
4. Look for your mask.
5. Before opening the peel pack, check the indicator on
the inside of the peel pack. A yellow indicator means
the mask has been reprocessed3. (See Figure 2)
6. Open the peel pack from the bottom.
(See Figure 3)
7.
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Visually inspect the N95 to determine if its integrity
has been compromised. Check that components
such as the straps, nose bridge, and nose foam
material did not degrade4.

8. Perform hand hygiene.
9. Follow donning guidelines for the N95 during your
shift per facility protocol (e.g., extended use or
reuse).
10. At the end of your shift or when you are completed
with patient care for the day follow the instructions
to send your mask for decontamination. A new
container with peel packs, indicators and liners will
be dropped off with mask that have been
reprocessed. (See Figure 4)
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See posted compatible respirator document.
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Consult your facility leadership to
determine which machine (Steris or ASP) is used to
determine the number of reprocessing allowed.
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If the indicators is not yellow follow the
reprocessing procedure again and obtain a new
mask.
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If the integrity of any part of the N95 is
compromised, or if a successful user seal check
cannot be performed, discard the N95.
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